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Introduced by Council Member Boyer and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Hazouri, Ferraro, Newby and Gulliford and amended by the Transportation, Energy and Utilities Committee: 

RESOLUTION 2018-553-A
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A REQUEST TO the EAST COAST GREENWAY ALLIANCE TO CONSIDER REFINING THE IDENTIFIED SPINE ROUTE of the east coast greenway TO ADD THE CORE CITY of jacksonville TO  THE CORE 2 COAST LOOP TRAIL ROUTE, WHICH WOULD CONNECT THE EAST COAST GREENWAY TO DOWNTOWN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the East Coast Greenway is a proposed 3,000-mile, shared-use pathway that will pass through Duval County to connect cities along the eastern seaboard from Calais, Maine to Key West, Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Greenway, considered the “urban equivalent of the Appalachian Trail”, will pass through sites showcasing the nation’s industrial, historic, and cultural diversity; and

WHEREAS, the Greenway will spur the building of a network of pedestrian and bicycling greenways through the State of Florida, a goal supported by the City of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, the Greenway will serve bicyclists, walkers, equestrians, the physically challenged, and other non-motorized users, both local residents and long distance travelers; and

WHEREAS, the Greenway, by providing an off-road route separated from vehicular traffic, will encourage people of all ages to increase the time they spend outdoors, offering improved health and physical fitness through improved access to their communities; and
WHEREAS, the Greenway, by offering tourists access to cultural and historical sites, will bring economic benefits to towns and businesses along the route; and

WHEREAS, the North Bank of the Riverwalk in Downtown Jacksonville was previously designated as a route along the East Coast Greenway; and 

WHEREAS, the Core 2 Coast Loop Trail has been submitted by the City of Jacksonville Department of Parks, Recreation, and Community Services to the Florida Office of Greenways and Trails for inclusion in the Florida Greenways and Trails Priority Map, a rendering of the Core 2 Coast Loop Trail has been attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein as Revised Exhibit 1, labeled as “Revised Exhibit 1, Revised Map, September 17, 2018 - TEU”; and

WHEREAS, the Core 2 Coast Loop Trail will connect Downtown Jacksonville to the currently designated East Coast Greenway route passing through the Talbot Islands, Fort George Island, Mayport, Atlantic Beach, Neptune Beach, and Jacksonville Beach; and
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville City Council is in support of the City’s request to the East Coast Greenway Alliance to consider refining the identified Core 2 Coast Loop Trail spine route, which would thereby connect the East Coast Greenway to Downtown Jacksonville; now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.
 The Jacksonville City Council hereby supports the designation of the Core 2 Coast Loop Trail as a new trail segment of the East Coast Greenway Trail, as shown in Revised Exhibit 1, labeled as “Revised Exhibit 1, Revised Map, September 17, 2018 - TEU”, thereby connecting Downtown Jacksonville to the Beaches. The Jacksonville City Council hereby supports applications to the State of Florida and other funding agencies for future funding and development of the Core 2 Coast Trail section of the East Coast Greenway.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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